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Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Felling-on  “Tyne. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

Felling  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1947. 

The  birth-rate  was  higher  than  last  year,  being  22.0 
as  against  20.0  per  1,000. 

The  death-rate,  in  common  with  the  remainder  of  the 
Country  showed  a slight  increase,  being  12.9  compared  with 
12.2  in  1946. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate,  although  still  high,  showed  a 
great  improvement  on  last  year,  being  45.75  per  1,000  live 
Births  against  67.0  in  1946. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis 
showed  a very  big  increase  this  year,  28  persons  dying  from 
this  disease  as  against  12  last  year. 

The  incidence  of  diphtheria  again  showed  a decrease  on 
last  year,  the  figures  being  5 and  17  respectively.  No  deaths 
resulted  from  this  disease. 

The  number  of  scarlet  fever  cases  notified  was  rather 
higher  than  in  1946,  20  against  8. 

The  housing  situation  is  by  far  the  worst  problem  we 
have  to  deal  with  in  this  area.  A great  many  houses  in 
Felling  are  so  old  and  dilapidated  that  it  is  impossible  to  do 
very  much  with  them.  Many  of  them  are  literally  falling  to 
pieces.  Clearance  areas  and  demolition  orders  are  the  only 
solution . 

1 wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  my  grateful 
appreciation  for  the  assistance  I have  received  from  the  Chair- 
man and  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  also  from 
the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department,  my  fellow  officials,  and 
the  Matron  and  Staff  of  the  Hospital. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  D.  MILLAR,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.(Durh.),  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

Statistics  of  the  Area 

Area  of  District 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  end  of  1947 
according  to  rate  books) 

Rateable  Value  (October)  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ... 

Est.  Resident  Population  (mid  1947) 


3,405  acres 

6,800 

£102,862 

£406 

24,770 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births— 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Still  Births — 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Deaths 


Total  M. 

525  250 

20  11 


F. 

275 

9 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated 
resident  population, 
22.0. 


19  9 10 

11  — 

Rate  per  1,000  tota) 
(live  and  still) 
births,  95.2. 

320  164  l 56 

Death-rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated 
resident  population, 
12.9. 


4 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 


Registrar-General’s  Short  List)  — 


No.  29 — Puerperal  Sepsis 
No.  30 — Other  Maternal  causes 


Rate  per  1,000 
Deaths.  total  (live  and 
still)  births. 


1 1.76 

1 1.76 


2 


.52 


Death-rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age — 

All  Infants,  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  45.75 

Legitimate  Infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  43.70 
Illegitimate  Infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  100.0 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  1 


8 


Vital  Statistics 

Births 

The  birth-rate  in  1947  was  22.0.  The  total  number  of 
births  was  545  of  which  261  were  males  and  284  females. 

The  birth-rate  of  Felling  compared  with  the  rest  of  the 
country  generally  was  as  follows:  — 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  20.5 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  26.6 
148  Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  ...  22.2 

London  Administrative  County  ...  ...  22.7 

Felling  Urban  District  ...  ...  ...  22.0 

Still  Births  %7':  7 

The  number  of  still  births  in  the  district  was  20  and  com- 
pared with  the  country  generally  was  as  follows:— 


England  and  Whales 

... 

0.50 

126  County  Boroughs 

and  Great  Towns 

0.62 

148  Smaller  Towns  ... 

... 

0.54 

London  Administrative 

County  ... 

0.49 

Felling  Urban  District 

...  ...  ... 

0.80 

Deaths 

The  death-rate  in  1947  was  12.9,  as  compared  with  12.2 
in  1946.  The  following  figures  show  the  comparison  with  the 
rest  of  the  country: — 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.0 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  13.0 
148  Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  ...  11.9 

London  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,8 

Felling  Urban  District  ...  ...  ...  12.9 
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The  statistics  regarding  causes  of  death,  supplied  by  the 
Registrar  General,  classified  according  to  sex  and  the  36 
divisions  of  the  Registrar  General’s  Short  List  of  Causes,  are 

set  out  below. 

Causes  of  Death  in  Felling  Urban  District,  1947. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males 

(Females 

All  Causes 

... 

164 

156 

l 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  ... 

0 

0 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

• « • ... 

0 

0 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

• • • 

0 

0 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

• « • • • . 

0 

0 

5 

Diphtheria 

• • • 

0 

0 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

• • • • • • 

16 

12 

►"7 

7 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

... 

2 

1 

8 

Syphilitic  diseases 

• • • • • • 

2 

1 

9 

Influenza 

1 

5 

10 

Measles 

... 

0 

0 

11 

Acute  Polio  myelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

0 

0 

12 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis 

0 

0 

13 

Cancer,  of  buc  : cav  : and  oesop  : ( 

M)  uterus  (F)  ... 

3 

o 

o 

14 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum 

• • • 

4 

7 

15 

Cancer  of  breast 

... 

1 

3 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

... 

14 

8 

17 

Diabetes 

... 

0 

1 

18 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

... 

20 

21 

19 

Heart  disease  ... 

• • • ... 

37 

40 

20 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

11 

9 

21 

Bronchitis 

8 

4 

22 

Pneumonia 

... 

6 

3 

23 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

« • • ... 

1 

1 

24 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

• • • • ... 

1 

1 

25 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

• • • 

1 

0 

26 

Appendicitis 

• • • • • • 

0 

0 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases... 

• • • • « • 

6 

4 

28 

Nephritis 

• • • ... 

4 

4 

29 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

• * • • . . 

0 

1 

30 

Other  maternal  causes  .... 

• • • 

0 

1 

31 

Premature  Birth 

3 

5 

32 

Con.  mal;  birth  injuries,  infant-  dis 

• • • • • • 

7 

3 

33 

Suicide 

... 

2 

2 

34 

Road  traffic  accidents  .... 

0 

0 £ 

35 

Other  violent  causes 

• . . 

4 

4 

36 

All  other  causes 

... 

10 

12 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 
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SECTBOfl  B 

General  Provision  of  Haaltti  Services  for  the  Area. 
Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  in  accord- 
ance with  arrangements  with  the  County  Council. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  Heworth  and  District  Nursing  Association  are  a 
local  voluntary  body,  who  provide  the  services  of  two  nurses 
for  home  nursing  duties.  Ihese  nurses  work  under  the  direc- 
tion of  general  practitioners  of  the  area. 

Hospitals:  Public  and  Voluntary. 

There  is  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases 
at  Windy  Nook,  Felling,  which  is  maintained  by  this  Local 
Authority.  It  consists  of  4 large  wards  and  a small  observa- 
tion ward,  each  with  its  own  lavatory  and  bathroom.  Total 
accommodation  24  beds  and  6 cots. 

The  other  hospitals  outside  of  the  district,  which  are 
made  use  of  for  the  treatment  of  medical  and  surgical  cases 

are : — 


Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 
Newcastle  General  Hospital 

Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases.  Walker  Gate.  New- 
castle upon  Tyne. 

Fleming  Memorial  Children’s  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne. 

Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne. 

Eye  Infirmary,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Children’s  Hospital,  Gateshead-on-Tvne. 

High  Teams  Hospital,  Gateshead-on-Tyne. 

Gateshead  General  Hospital. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  Sheriff  Hill. 

Queen  Elizabeth  Maternity  Hospital,  Sheriff  Hill. 
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SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1.  (i)  Water  Supply. 

With  the  exception  of  a caravan  dwelling  situated  in  a 
small  disused  quarry  near  the  South  West  corner  of  the  Area, 
a Smallholder’s  cottage — known  as  Battery  Cottage — situ- 
ated near  the  Fell  Dykes,  Windy  Nook,  and  a Railway  Signal- 
man’s cottage  near  to  Follonsby  Colliery,  the  Urban  District 
is  supplied  with  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  Water  Company. 

The  occupiers  of  the  caravan  obtain  their  water  from  a 
spring  in  the  quarry. 

The  Smallholder  obtains  a supply  of  water  from  a pond 
in  a disused  quarry.  A piggery  is  adjacent  to  the  pond. 

(ii)  Drainage. 

No  important  development  has  taken  place  during  the  year. 

2.  #?ivers  and  Streams. 

The  River  Tyne  is  the  only  large  waterway  and  serves  as  a 

common  sewer  for  the  many  townships  along  its  banks.  The 
other  stream  running  through  this  district  is  known  as  the 

River  Dbn. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  approximately  6,700  water-closets,  119  ash- 
closets,  and  2 ash-middens  in  Felling.  The  number  of  ash- 
closets  will  decrease  as  further  clearance  of  unfit  property  takes 
place. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse,  and  Collection  of 
Salvage  is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department. 


13 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 


The  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  by  means  of  three 
motor  vehicles:  Fordson,  7 cubic  yards;  Commer,  9 cubic  yards; 
Karri er  Bantam,  7 cubic  yards.  These  vehicles  collect  the 
house  and  trade  refuse  from  approximately  7,000  premises. 
Each  vehicle  is  manned  by  4 loaders.  The  longest  haul  is 
approximately  2 miles.  The  tip  is  situated  centrally  in  the  North 
side  of  the  area  near  to  the  River  Tyne.  Controlled  Tipping 
is  100  per  cent.  Collection  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  once 
weekly;  where  a twice  weekly  collection  is  necessary — an 
additional  ash-bin  is  supplied  free  of  charge  to  the  premises. 
Except  during  severe  wintry  storm  conditions — when  the 
refuse  lorries  are  fitted  with  snow  ploughs  and  used  for  snow 
clearance — a once  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  main- 
tained throughout  the  year.  Trade  refuse  is  collected  twice 
weekly. 

GULLY  EMPTYING. 

A mechanical  gully  emptier  is  in  service. 


SALVAGE. 


Collection  of  salvage  materials  and  refuse  is  done  simultan- 
eously, a trailer  being  attached  to  each  refuse  lorry. 

The  under-mentioned  were  collected  and  returned  to 
industry  during  the  year : — 


Waste  Paper 
Scrap  Iron 
Aluminium 

Copper  

Brass 

Rags 

Bottles  and  Jars 
Kitchen  Waste  ... 
Bones 

Miscellaneous 


Tons  Cwts  Qrs 

45  0 0 
4 14  3 

O 

O 


£ s.  d. 

191  6 0 

8 0 0 
1 2 o 


1 2 

1 3 

7 3 
7 0 

63  6 0 
4 0 

2 0 


3 2 0 
3 7 0 

3 17  6 

8 0 
94  4 8 
10  11  0 
2 2 0 


115  5 2 320  0 2 

STREET  SWEEPING. 

Street  sweeping  is  at  present  done  in  the  main  by  the  Gang 

method. 

A mechanical  street  sweeper  is  on  order. 
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(iis)  General  Sanitary  Work. 

During  the  year  502  Informal  Notices  for  the  abatement 
of  nuisances  were  served.  The  nuisances  in  most  cases  were 
abated  and  others  were  receiving  attention  but  were  not 
completed  by  the  end  of  year. 

(iv)  Infectious  Diseases 

During  the  year  124  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  were 
received,  44  persons  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at 

Windy  Nook  or  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Sheriff  Hill,  Gates- 
head. The  rooms  formerly  occupied  by  the  patients  were  dis- 
infected. 

(v)  Shops  Act. 

No  action  taken  during  the  year. 

(vi)  Camping  Sites. 

1.  The  number  of  sites  in  the  area  which  were  used  for 

camping  purposes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences 

have  been  issued  by  L.A.  under  Section  269  P.H. 

Act,  1936  Nil 

3.  The  estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident 

in  the  area  at  one  time  during  1947  ...  ...  Nil 

(vii)  Smoke  Nuisances. 

Nuisance  in  this  district  is  sometimes  caused  by  fumes 
discharged  from  pit  heaps.  Two  collieries- — one  situated  in  the 
South  Ward  and  one  in  the  East  Ward  of  the  district — have 
each  a heap  emitting  sulphurous  fumes  when  the  wind  is  in 
a certain  direction,  and  causes  discomfort  and  annoyance  to 
the  inhabitants  in  this  and  adjoining  districts. 

(vni>  Swimming  Pools. 

There  are  no  Public  Baths  or  Swimming  Pools  within  the 
Urban  District. 

(ix)  Eradication  of  the  Bed  Bug 

Council  Houses  Other  Houses 
Number  of  houses  infested  ...  nil  9 

All  infested  dwellings  are  sprayed  with  insecticide  contain- 
ing D.D.T. 

No  general  disinfestation  scheme  for  Council  houses  and 
removals  to  Council  houses  is  in  force.  On  complaint  of  bug 
infestation,  premises  are  visited  and  treatment  is  carried  out. 
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(x)  Rodent  Control 
Rodent  Control 

The  comprehensive  scheme  detailed  in  last  year’s  report 
has  been  continued  in  accordance  with  the  directions  laid  down 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Disinfestation 
Branch.  The  following  is  a summary  on  the  working  of 
the  scheme  during  the  year. 

Sewers 

After  the  full  inspections  and  baitings  of  the  previous  year 
those  pockets  of  infestation  still  active  were  dealt  with  most 
satisfactorily.  Such  is  the  position  of  this  area  with  its 
sewage  outlets  to  the  River  Tyne  that  one  will  always  have 
reinfestations  occurring  from  time  to  time.  Regular  and 
frequent  inspections  are  carried  out  throughout  the  area 
especially  in  that  area  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  Tyne. 

Private  Dwellings 

On  complaints  being  received  dwellings  are  inspected  and 
treated  if  required.  One  dwelling  on  occasions  is  infested  only 
but  in  most  cases  the  infestation  is  not  confined  to  one 
dwelling  alone.  It  has  been  proved  by  practical  study  that 
vertical  block  technique,  i.e.,  the  inspection  and  baiting  of  an 
area  (including  sewers)  is  the  best  way  of  clearing  an  infesta- 
tion. A post  bait  is  carried  out  after  treatment  and  poisoning. 
It  has  been  found  that  the  bait  sausage  rusk  with  Zinc  Phos- 
phide poison  gives  the  best  result. 

A number  of  severe  mice  infestations  were  encountered.  In 
one  case  the  frieze  of  a kitchen  wall  was  attacked.  The  chairs 
and  furniture  were  in  a state  of  gross  dilapidation.  Three  treat- 
ments had  to  be  carried  out  before  the  infestation  was  cleared. 

The  scheme  has  been  well  publicised  and  the  public  generally 
soon  inform  the  Department  of  any  sign  of  rodents. 

Statutory  Notices 

Open  high  ground  in  the  Windy  Nook  area  used  for  pig 
rearing  and  poultry  keeping  and  including  a disused  quarry, 
was  heavily  infested.  The  Council’s  operator  dealt  with  the 
infestations  comprising  4 reservoir  and  4 major  primary 
infestations.  The  reservoir  infestation  in  the  quarry  resulted 
in  a kill  of  160  rats  post  baiting  being  negative.  The  other  3 
reservoirs  give  an  initial  kill  of  217,  165,  and  186  respectively 
with  a kill  of  50,  65  and  50  on  a second  treatment.  Post  baits 
were  negative  after  the  second  treatment.  The  major  infesta- 
tion gave  kills  of  27,  52,  25,  and  46,  no  second  treatment  being 
required  as  post  baiting  was  negative. 
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A total  of  1043  rats  were  estimated  to  have  been  killed, 
but  it  is  probable  that  a greater  number  actually  succumbed 
as  the  Ministry’s  method  of  estimating  kills  has  been  proved 
to  be  rather  conservative. 

Business  Premises 

Apropos  of  the  preceding  paragraph — at  a surface  building 
of  a local  Colliery  an  infestation  was  treated — using  zinc 
Phosphide  2J%  and  sausage  rusk  bait,  twelve  dead  rats  were 
found  in  close  proximity  to  an  isolated  baiting  point.  The 
take  was  2£  ozs.  of  poison  bait. 

Surface  buildings  at  a local  Colliery  showed  post  bait 
takes  from  a treatment  carried  out  at  the  end  of  1946.  A 
further  treatment  was  carried  out  and  the  infestation  cleared. 
The  store  of  fodder  for  the  pit  animals  has  been  treated  several 
times  due  to  sporadic  infestations,  which  were  of  a minor 
nature.  A rat  was  reported  down  the  pit  in  the  ponies’  stables 
and  treatment  was  carried  out  underground  by  the  operator. 

A major  infestation  has  been  cleared  from  the  canteen 
and  surrounding  ground  of  a local  paint  works. 

Two  small  major  infestations  were  cleared  during  the 
year  at  a Printing  works  and  a Solder  works. 

Local  Authority 

A severe  mice  infestation  of  the  Parks  Dept.  Nursery 
was  cleared.  A major  infestation  of  the  Salvage  Hut  and  a 
minor  infestation  at  the  Council  Depot  were  treated  and 
cleared. 

The  Controlled  Tip  was  free  from  infestation  during  the 
year. 

A close  liaison  with  the  Ministry's  Branch  at  Newcastle 
has  been  maintained  during  the  year.  The  services  and  facili- 
ties of  the  officials  there  and  the  services  of  our  operator  have 
been  most  satisfactory. 
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STATISTICS 


Surface  Infestations  treated  during  the  year 


Private  Dwellings  .. 

RATS 

Reservior  Major  Minor 

— 7 19* 

Retreats 

o 

MICE 

Severe  Minor  Retreats 

11  4 5 

Business  Premises... 

— 

o o 

O O 

2 

1 _ __ 

Statutory  Notices  ... 

4 

4 — 

3 

— — _ 

Local  Authority 

— 

1 1 

— 

1 — - 

* includes  2 

mixed  infestations 

SUMMARY — RODENT  CONTROL. 


Hours 

Worked. 

Estimated 

Kill 

of 

Rats 

Sewers 

141* 

122 

Private  Dwellings* 

762  J 

369 

General  Survey,  etc. 

305 

— 

Statutory  Notices 

298f 

1043 

Business  Premises 

235 

150 

Local  Authority*  (Tip, 
Depot,  Park' 

52 

35 

Totals 

1795 

1719 

* Includes  27  Mice  and  2 combined  infestations 
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Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Felling-on-Tyne. 

Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector 

to  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  work  of 
the  Sanitary  Department  for  the  year  1947. 

The  work  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  and  the  collec- 
tion of  salvage  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Department. 

The  district  has  been  regularly  inspected  for  the  detection 
of  nuisances. 

Attention  has  been  given  to  rodent  control  during  the 
year.  Disinfestation  was  carried  out  in  sewers  and  on  private 

property,  according  to  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
Infestation  Branch  requirements. 

A summary  of  notices  which  have  been  served  during  the 
year  will  be  found  on  page  25. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROBERT  JAY  McLAREN, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  D. 

Housing. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

Number 

Issued. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  440 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  908 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  'Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  17 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (excluding  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-section)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  ht  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...,  ...  ...  ...  ...  145 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  '70 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the 

Year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  11  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  22 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  1 
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B.  — Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  formal  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  27 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 

notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  12 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  2 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ....  5 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  1 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding:  — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  not  known 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  do 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  do 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  734 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

again  became  overcrowded  after  the  local 
authority  have  taken  steps  for  abatement 
of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

The  local  authority  take  steps  to  abate  overcrowding  in 
their  own  property  by  re-adjustment  of  tenancies. 
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SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  eight  producers  of  milk  in  the  district,  (3  produce 
and  retail  ordinary  milk,  1 Accredited  milk  and  1 Tuberculin 
tested.  3 Wholesale  producers  of  ordinary  milk  are  also  regis- 
tered with  this  authority.  Ail  cowsheds  and  dairies  were  in- 
spected at  intervals  during  the  year;  43  inspections  were  made, 
and  twelve  informal  notices  to  cleanse  and  limewash  premises 
were  served  during  the  year.  All  notices  were  complied  with. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order,  1936. 
Description  of  Licence. 

No.  issued 

Supplementary  licence  (Pasteurised  milk)  ...  ...  3 

Dealers’  licence  (Pasteurised  milk)  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

There  are  three  licensed  slaughter-houses  in  the  area.  None 
are  in  use  as  all  animals  are  slaughtered  at  the  Government 
centralised  slaughter-house  in  Newcastle.  One  slaughter-house 
is  used  as  a food  receiving  and  distribution  depot.  These 
premises  were  regularly  inspected  during  the  year.  ITS 

visits  to  food-preparing  premises  were  made  during  the  year. 

Thirty  informal  notices  were  served  on  the  occupiers 
requiring  them  to  limewash  and  cleanse  the  premises.  All 
notices  were  complied  with.  Butchers’  shops  are  regularly 
inspected. 

Food  Condemned, 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  examined  and  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  ; a quantity  of  the  food  con- 
demned, was  used  for  animal  feeding  ; or  returned  to  the 
wholesaler  for  reconditioning  for  manufacturing  purposes,  the 
remainder  was  destroyed.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  food- 
stuffs surrendered:  — 
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Foodstuffs  surrendered  as  unfit  for 


human  consumption,  1947 


Beef,  frozen 

lbs, 

821 

y 

ozs. 

0 

Bone  Taint 

, , English 

827 

8 

do. 

Mutton,  frozen 

986 

8 

Decomposition 

, , English 

19 

0 

do. 

Kippers 

60 

0 

do. 

Ham 

14 

0 

do. 

Bacon 

9 

12 

do. 

Butter 

3 

8 

Rancidity 

Cheese 

9 

9 

Moulds 

Pies 

6 

0 

Decomposition 

Flour 

299 

8 

Contamination 

Macaroni 

112 

0 

Deterioration 

Tinned  Goods — - 

Beef 

Tins  lbs. 
8 48 

ozs. 

0 

B lo  wn , perforated 

Tongue 

0 

30 

0 

or  rusted  contain- 
ers— deterioration 
of  contents 
do. 

Bacon 

2 

2 

0 

do. 

Chicken  ... 

2 

2 

0 

do. 

Steak  Pudding  ... 

45 

46 

0 

do. 

Pork  Lunch  Meat 

14 

15 

12 

do. 

Meat  & Veg. 

12 

12 

0 

do. 

Beef  Loaf 

14 

10 

8 

do. 

Irish  Stew 

13 

13 

0 

do. 

Soup 

17 

19 

12 

do. 

Sausages  ... 

17 

23 

12 

do. 

Fish  (various) 

15 

9 

0 

do. 

Fish  Paste 

39 

3 

0 

do. 

Oysters 

3 

1 

6* 

do. 

Vegetables,  mixed 

8 

17 

4 

do. 

Peas 

29 

31 

1 

do. 

Beans 

71 

67 

0 

do. 

Potatoes  ... 

2 

3 

4 

do. 

Tomatoes 

38 

82 

12 

do. 

Jam 

17 

24 

0 

do. 

Evap.  Milk 

139 

125 

0 

do. 

Dried  Milk 

2 

2 

0 

Deterioration 

Invalid  Jelly 

1 

jar  1 

0 

Mould  formation 

Pickles  . . . 

4 

jars  2 

8 

do. 
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Soup  Powder 

Pckts. 

134 

41 

0 

Deterioration 

Dried  Egg 

Q 

O 

15 

do. 

Pudding  Mixture 

59 

25 

0 

do. 

Semolina  ... 

17 

8 

8 

do. 

Baking  Powder  ... 

223 

55 

12 

do. 

Barley  Flakes 

7 

7 

0 

Mite  infested 

Sage  & Onions  ... 

19 

‘ > 
O 

8 

Deterioration 

Tea 

1 

8 

do. 

Sweets 

... 

9 

0 

do. 

All  meat  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  is 
returned  to  the  Newcastle  Central  Depot  for  disposal  and 
processing  into  bone  meal,  fertilisers,  etc. 

See  Cream 

There  are  four  producer-retailers  of  ice  cream  in  the 
district.  Premises  have  at  all  times  been  carefully  investigated 
and  periodic  samples  taken. 

All  producers  are  engaged  in  the  difficult  task  of  getting 
new  plant  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Heat  Treatment 
Regulations.  Difficulty  has  been  experienced  by  the  two  large 
producers  in  obtaining  licences  to  allow  of  enlargement  to  their 
existing  premises  in  order  to  comply  with  the  new  Regulations. 


Five  cases  of  diphtheria  and  20  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
were  notified  during-  the  year,  as  compared  with  17  and  8 
repsectively  in  1946- 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

During-  the  year  1947,  279  child  ren  under  5 years  of 
age  and  15  children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  were 
immunised:  108  further  children  were  given  a 3rd  or 
reinforcing  dose  of  Serum. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  following  percentage  of  children 
are  immunised  in  the  district: — 

Under  5,  46'0  per  cent  ; between  5 and  15,  84 -0  per  cent- 

During  the  year  the  percentage  of  immunised  children 
who  were  notified  as  suffering  from  Diphtheria,  compared 
to  the  non-immunised,  was  25  per  cent. 

No  deaths  were  attributable  to  diphtheria  during  the 


year 


Table  showing  the  Age  Incidence,  Deaths,  Etc.,  from  Notifiable  Diseases 

during  the  Year. 
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Summary  of  Notices  Served  for  the  Abatement 

of  Nuisances, 


Defective  ceiling  ... 

,,  chimneys 

, , coal  houses 

,,  doors  ••• 

, , eaves  gutters 

,,  floors  ... 

,,  fireplaces 

,,  handrails 

, , ovens 

,,  pointing 

,,  rain  water  pipes-.. 

,,  roofs 

,,  sink  waste  pipes... 

,,  scullery  benches 

,,  scullery  sinks 

,,  set  pots 

,,  stairs 

,,  Sub-floor  vents,  ... 

,,  Urinals... 

cisterns 
basins 
seats 

flush  pipes 
roofs 

,,  ash  closet  seats  ... 

, , water  supply 

,,  water  pipes  (bursts) 

,,  walls 

,,  wall  plaster 

, , windows 

,,  ,,  cords 

” yard  paving 

Smoke  ’ 

Deposits.... 

Dangerous  Building 
Choked  drains 
Ash  Bins  — 

Totals 


J * 

w.< 

* t 

) * 

* > 

5 y 

t * 

i • 

>, 

rt  £ 

U (/) 

.2  o S?  g 

£ o 

3 -2 

3 o 

1—  *-*  i)  *“* 

~ -r  o ^ 

c 

7!  ^ 

24 

~ ~ 

16 

44 

2 

31 

3 

3 

1 

37 

2 

31 

106 

4 

87 

6 

5 

34 

2 

26 

5 

1 

3 

20 

15 

51 

9 

47 

56 

3 

48 

83 

3 

74 

12 

1 

12 

2 

9 

3 

-> 

O 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

40 

1 

i 

40 

4 

4 

o 

O 

3 

n 

5 

3 

o 

J 

2 

2 

• • • • • 

7 

7 

1 

1 

28 

28 

16 

2 

12 

129 

3 

118 

20 

14 

62 

1 

58 

1 

1 

2 

2 

* • • • • 

2 

2 

i 6 

1 

6 

1 17 

17 

106 

29 

104 

... 

923 

59 

832 

Factories  Act,  1937 . 

1. — Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 
Including  Inspections  Made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number 

OF 

Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occu- 

piers 

Prose 

(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

cuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  local 
Authorities 

4 

11 

1 



(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  »n 

which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

62 

102 

6 



(lii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 

is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  f 
(ex-cluding  out-workers’  premises) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

6<P 

113 

7 

— 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Particulars. 

U) 

Nuin 

! Found. 

(2) 

ber  of  D 

Reme-iiec 

(3) 

elects. 

Referrec 
by  H.M 
Insp’ct’r 

(4) 

Number  of  j 

defects  ir.  1 
{7,  respect  of  i 

— ' which  prosel 

cutions  were! 

instituted  1 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.  2. ) .... 

• — - 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3.) 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S  4.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6.) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7.) — 

" r" 

— 

Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 



Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

2 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

4 

1 

1 

— - 

Other  Offences 

— 

— 

, — 

— 

Total 

7 

7 

3 

— 

Factories  Act , 1937 — Section  34. 


Two  Factories  were  examined  for  means  ot  escape  in 
case  of  fire.  Certificates  were  given  by  the  District  Council  to 
each  Factory  stating  the  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  were 
adequate. 
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Tuberculosis  —New  Gases  and  Mortality 

for  1947. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

Non- 

1 Respiratory 

1 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

1 F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 and  upwards 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

5 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

5 

8 

1 

0 

2 

7 

1 

0 

25 

2 

3 

1 

0 

5 

4 

0 

0 

35 

1 

0 

1 

1 

5 

0 

0 

0 

45 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

55 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

Totals 

12 

13 

5 

3 

16 

12 

2 

1 

Tuberculosis 


Pulmonary  tuberculosis — 25  notifications  were  received, 
compared  with  28  in  1946 

There  wete  28  deaths,  compared  with  12  last  year. 

Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis— 8 notifications  were 
received,  compared  with  12  in  1946. 

There  were  3 deaths,  compared  with  3 last  year. 


